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Developing and Evaluating Questionnaire for Assessing Dental Anxiety in

Thai School Aged Children
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Abstract

The aims of this study were to develop a ‘Thai version of the audio-visual CFSS-DS measurement’ and to
evaluate for its content validity and internal consistency reliability. The CFSS-DS was translated into Thai language
and audio-visual media part was added to become the ‘Thai version of the audio-visual CFSS-DS measurement’.
Then this version of questionnaire was modified to improve its clarity and relevancy of the questions with the audio-
visual media. The subject of this study comprised of 48 children aged 6-8 years old, of who were to answer the
questions in this ‘Thai version of the audio-visual CFSS-DS measurement’ at the pediatric dental clinic, faculty of
Dental Medicine, Rangsit University. The children were asked to select one facial image from the 5-point pictorial
scale [Facial image scale (FIS)] that corresponded best to how they were feeling. Then the psychometric properties
of this version were evaluated. The validity of the measuring instrument was determined by Content Validity Index
(CVI) and the reliability was assessed by internal consistency reliability with Cronbach’s coefficient alpha. The
result of the Content Validity Index (CVI) was 0.80 which represented to be an acceptable level of content validity.
The internal consistency reliability (Cronbach’s coefficient alpha) was 0.85 which also represented to be an
acceptable level of reliability. The ‘Thai version of the audio-visual CFSS-DS measurement’ seemed to be a valid
and reliable, measuring instrument to assess dental anxiety of Thai early school aged children. This instrument was

simple and easy. Moreover, it was an enjoyable questionnaire.
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